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OUTLINE

Background

Studies of author perspectives on cataloguing

Revisions to centralized vocabularies

Community-centered vocabularies

Hospitable processes
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BACKGROUND Infrastructure studies &

Invisible work
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PRIOR WORK

Subjects from the Margins

Focused on materials related to 
Indigenous peoples, histories, and 
cultures

Addressed a knowledge gap in accurate 
representation of Indigenous histories, 
cultures, and worldviews

Our Own Labels

Focused on LGBT2QIA+ representation 
in materials

Addressed existing and emerging issues 
in representation of queer identities and 
user discoverability of relevant author 
identity labels
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INTERVIEWS WITH 
AUTHORS

“Are these labels accurate?

Do they give the right impression 

of the topic and approach of this 

work?

Are these the terms you’d use to 

find work similar to your own?”
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REVISIONS Correcting terminology in 

centralized vocabularies
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ONGOING REVISIONS

Old Canadian Subject Headings

Huron language

Indians of North America—Canada--
Band membership

Canadian literature (English)—Innu 
authors

New/Current Canadian Subject 
Headings

Huron-Wendat language 

First Nations—Canada--Band 
membership

Innu literature (English)
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COMMUNITY-CENTERED 
VOCABULARIES

Creating alternative 

vocabularies
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COMMUNITY-CENTERED 
VOCABULARIES

Xwi7xwa Library

The University of British Columbia
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COMMUNITY-CENTERED 
VOCABULARIES

Archive of Our Own



COMMUNITY-CENTERED VOCABULARIES
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HOSPITABLE PROCESSES A synthesis of existing 

approaches
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HOSPITABLE PROCESSES: 
WARRANT & WEIGHTING

Privileging cultural & ethical 

warrant

Applying a power analysis to 

sources
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HOSPITABLE PROCESSES: 
GOVERNANCE & INPUT
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Having a broader set of voices 
involved in editorial boards & revision 
processes

Creating a foundation for informed 
input



HOSPITABLE PROCESSES
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FINAL THOUGHTS Giving up invisibility
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THANK YOU! julia.bullard@ubc.ca

@julzbullard
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